
Brunswick Memorial Home,  
East Brunswick, New Jersey 
Mount Sinai Memorial Chapel, East Brunswick, NJ 
 
“Grab & Go Hanging Basket” 
 
Brunswick Memorial home teamed up with Care One, a local assisted living and memory care facility to 
sponsor a Mother’s Day Event on May 12th between the hours of 3:30–5:00 pm. Information about the 
event was dispersed through the community through flyers, word of mouth, and several posts on 
Facebook and Instagram. First responders were urged to sign up ahead of time through a link provided 
on our social media posts or by calling / emailing. The idea behind the event was to show our 
appreciation for the communities’ first responders, to get to know them better, and for them to have a 
chance to get to know each other. 
 
We have sponsored a similar event in the past, however, this year we incorporated the networking aspect 
into the mix. Several members of the Care Team attended the event and were able to interact with first 
responders from several different departments from several different towns; police, EMT, nurses, firemen, 
etc. In addition, each of those departments were able to network with each other. The invitee list also 
expanded from past years, this year individuals from East Brunswick, South River, Monroe Township, 
Spotswood, Milltown, Helmetta and Old Bridge showed up. 
 
The Brunswick Memorial Funeral home staff was able to meet some of the individuals they typically only 
speak with on the phone when a death call occurs, or when setting up a funeral service. They were able 
to connect the voice to the face and begin to get to know each other. Bringing everyone together in the 
community will benefit the community as a whole. Making connections will in turn better help the families 
they both serve. Uncovering ways both sides can help each other is key. There are more to people than 
what is seen during work hours. 
 
More than 100 people stopped by, most stayed to talk, and everyone left with a hanging plant. The staff of 
the funeral home and senior living community handed out the plants, which allowed them to directly 
engage with everyone who came to the event. They introduced themselves and in turn asked where the 
plant recipient worked. The weather was nice. Water and light refreshments were provided. Participants 
thanked both the funeral home and the senior living facility. Relationships were made, business cards 
dispersed, and among some people, future dates to meet were set. Overall, it was a successful event that 
people will look forward to in future years. 
  



Copeland Funeral Service 
Beaufort, South Carolina 
 
ANNUAL FIRE SERVICE BAR-B-Q 
In 2011, we sponsored our first annual Fire Service Bar-B-Q for ALL career and volunteer fire service 
personnel in Beaufort County. The annual Bar-B-Q is held during Fire Prevention Week in October. The 
event is held at the Lady’s Island Fire Department Headquarters on Lady’s Island, South Carolina. There 
are twenty fire departments in Beaufort County. A few weeks before the Bar-B-Q, we send an 
invitation to all the fire chiefs in the county to let them know the day of the event and to ask them to 
provide us with a count of the personnel who will be eating. 
 
Our menu includes a half of bar-b-q chicken, potato salad, baked beans, bread, ice tea and cake for 
desert. Prior to the day of the BBQ our funeral home orders and pays for all food and supplies. We take 
all food and supplies and meet at headquarters bright and early on the morning of the BBQ. We assist 
Chief Bruce Kline of the Lady’s Island/St. Helena Fire Department and Chief Josh Horton of the Fripp 
Island Fire Department with the cooking. While some of us are cooking, the others are setting up the 
tables and chairs, packaging the baked beans and potato salad, and cutting the cake. Some of the 
dinners are take out. In 2013, we added the Copeland Funeral Service logo to the carry- out containers.  
 
In 2015, we had some employees from the South Carolina StateFirefighters’ Association, Columbia, 
South Carolina, came and witnessed what we do for the local firefighters and first responders. In 
2014, at the South Carolina State Firefighters Annual Convention, Myrtle Beach, South Carolina, J. 
Edward Gamble III, CFSP, received the Citizenship Award. 
 
In 2013, (our third year), we included all communications, Fire Commissioners, and Emergency Medical 
Services staff persons. We also added Daufuskie Island Fire Department. The only way to get to 
Daufuskie Island is by boat and or ferry. It is approximately a fifteen minute ride by ferry. By feeding the 
ferry captain, we bartered with him to deliver the Daufuskie Island Fire Department their meals. In 
2014, (our fourth year) we included firefighters from Paris Island, United States Marine Corps and from 
MCAS (Marine Corps Air Station).  
 
In 2015, we included on duty personnel from Lady’s Island on the day of the BBQ. We also added 
personnel from the Beaufort County Coroner’s office. In 2016, we added some of the Military Police at 
Paris Island, United States Marine Corps. We are trying to gradually increase our invitees and one day 
plan to include all the law enforcement officers in our county. In 2017, we were able to include members 
of the Beaufort County Sheriff’s Department who were on duty and patrolling Lady’s Island and we also 
added the Military Police at the Beaufort Marine Corps Air Station.  
 
In 2018, we were able to include some officers from other fire departments to see what we do for our local 
first responders. This included members from North Charleston Fire Department, Newberry City Fire 
Department, and Clarendon Country Fire Department. Our first year, there were approximately one 
hundred fifty dinners served. This year our Bar-B-Q was held on October 5, 2021 and we served over 375 
dinners. The numbers were a little down from previous years, due to Covid 19. 
 
This is a service provided by our funeral home and is done without any cost to our friends in public 
service. This has been a very positive outreach for our funeral home. We have received a large number 
of “thank yous” from the departments and individuals. On March 15, 2012, Copeland Funeral Service 
received a plaque from the Beaufort County Fire Chiefs Association. On the plaque it states “We present 
this plaque to show our gratitude for generosity and support to the firefighters of Beaufort County.” This 
past year we received a letter for Mr. Gordon Bowers, Commission Chairman of Lady’s Island-St. Helena 
Fire District, thanking us for the service we provide to the men and women. 
 
We are committed to continuing with this appreciation dinner. 
 


