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Disposition Demystified: NFDA’s 2026 Virtual Conference 
Offers a Deep Dive Into Today’s Emerging Options 

 
Earn up to six CE hours without leaving the funeral home.  
 
Brookfield, Wis. – “I’ve heard about water cremation, but I don’t really know how it works.” “My loved 
one was a veteran. Is burial at sea possible?” “I want something greener.” “What exactly is natural 
organic reduction?” “I just want to make the right choice.” 
 
These are just a few of the real questions families are asking about disposition and the National 
Funeral Directors Association (NFDA) will address them head-on during its 2026 virtual conference, 
“Disposition Demystified,” taking place February 17 and 18, 2026. 
 
This two-day, insight-rich online event will help funeral service professionals deepen their 
understanding of traditional, emerging and alternative disposition methods. As consumer 
expectations continue to shift, attendees will gain the clarity and confidence needed to educate 
families, navigate legal considerations and strengthen their service offerings. 
 
The virtual conference will take place from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. CT each day. Participants will learn from 
experts who bring practical experience, legal insights and hands-on knowledge of today’s full 
spectrum of disposition options. 
 
“Disposition Demystified is designed for any funeral service professional who wants to stay informed, 
remain competitive and better serve today’s evolving consumers. This virtual format makes it easy 
and affordable to earn up to six CE hours without leaving your funeral home, while gaining practical 
knowledge about the rapidly changing disposition landscape,” said Laura Sear, NFDA Director of 
Education. 
 
Sessions Include: 
 
Day One – Tuesday, February 17 

• “The Importance of Proper Paperwork” presented by Michael Nicodemus, vice 
president, cremation services, NFDA: An essential review of documentation practices that 
protect funeral homes from liability and ensure compliance with cremation and disposition 
requirements. 

• “The U.S. Navy Burial at Sea Program” presented by Dr. Jennifer Lares, CFSP, 
founder, Mulling Mortician: A detailed look at eligibility, preparation guidelines and 
ceremonial elements of this meaningful veteran tribute, featuring video footage from an actual 
ceremony onboard. 

• “Meeting Families Where They Are: Alkaline Hydrolysis in Practice” presented by 
Thomas Tierney, owner and funeral director, John F. Tierney Funeral Home: An 
accessible walkthrough of water cremation including the science, environmental benefits, 
common family questions and real-world insights from Connecticut’s first facility to offer it. 

 
Day Two – Wednesday, February 18 
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• “Green Light on Green Funerals” presented by Darren Crouch, president, Passages 
International: Explore the growing demand for green alternatives and learn how funeral 
homes, cemeteries and cremation providers can meet consumer needs while expanding 
revenue opportunities. Crouch was recently named to the 2025 TIME100 Climate list, 
recognizing 100 global leaders advancing meaningful climate action through innovation and 
business leadership. 

• “Natural Organic Reduction 101” presented by Mandy Stafford, preplanning and 
partnerships manager, Return Home: A clear, science-based overview of natural organic 
reduction, including process details, environmental advantages and guidance on confidently 
discussing it with families. 

• “Understanding the Legal Landscape of Alternative Disposition Methods” presented 
by Chris Farmer, general counsel, NFDA: A timely examination of the regulatory, statutory 
and compliance issues shaping both traditional and alternative disposition offerings in the 
U.S. 

 
“Disposition Demystified” will include live discussions and Q&A opportunities with presenters and 
fellow attendees. The conference will be emceed by Gabe Schauf, a licensed funeral director, 
program director and instructor with the Milwaukee Area Technical College Mortuary Science 
Program, and host of the NFDA podcast “A Brush With Death.” 
 
Funeral service professionals appreciate the high-quality of NFDA’s virtual events. Said one attendee 
at the 2024 virtual conference, which focused on consumer trends, “This had the same energy, flash 
and excitement as the Convention. I didn't think you could make me feel like I was at a national 
convention while on a webinar, but this was a grand slam!” 
 
Register Today 
 
Registration for “Disposition Demystified” is now open. Fees include presentations, handouts and up 
to six CE hours.  

• First registrant from an NFDA-member firm: $285 

• First registrant from a nonmember firm: $330 

• Additional registrant from the same organization: $215 

• Student (accredited mortuary science program): $55 
 
Participants can register at NFDA.org/Virtual or by calling 262-789-1880. Registration closes at 12 
p.m. CT on February 16, 2026.  
 
NFDA is the world’s leading and largest funeral service association, serving more than 20,000 
individual members who represent nearly 11,000 funeral homes in the United States and 49 countries 
around the world. NFDA is the trusted leader, beacon for ethics and the strongest advocate for the 
profession. NFDA is the association of choice because it offers funeral professionals comprehensive 
educational resources, tools to manage successful businesses, guidance to become pillars in their 
communities and the expertise to foster future generations of funeral professionals. NFDA is 
headquartered in Brookfield, Wis., and has an office in Washington, D.C. For more information, visit 
www.nfda.org. 
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