1. Basic requirements
H.

The Town of Smithtown is located fifty miles from New York
City on Long Island’s north shore in western Suffolk County. Within
the town’s fifty-five square miles are the hamlets of Smithtown, Kings
Park, St. James, Nesconset, and parts of Hauppauge, Commack and
Fort Salonga, as well as three incorporated villages, Village of the
Branch, Village of Nissequogue and Village of Head of the Harbor, The
Branch Funeral Home is located in the Village of the Branch, which is
right in the heart of the main town of Smithtown.

According to the last census (2000), the population of Smith-
town is approximately 116,000 people. About 16,000 adults are 65 or
older. Religious affiliations are predominately Christian. The community
has a rich history dating back to its founding in 1665, The Smithtown
Historical Society keeps this history alive with its many events. The Smith-~
town Arts Council, Performing Arts Theatre, and Smithtown’s fine ed-
ucational system provide cultural stimulation for the young and old.
Besides history and culture, Smithtown has many parks, thirty miles of
shoreline, golf courses, horse farms and libraries, all of which create
many activities for everyone.

Smithtown senior citizens are a vibrant educated group who
often attend the town’s senior center. Besides many activities provided,
the seniors like their quiet time. The Branch Funeral Home decided
to supply them with reading material covering any and all interests. Many
many magazines are delivered monthly for the seniors to enjoy during
their restful time. The articles create conversation and excellent information
on all topics.

We, at the Branch Funeral Home, are always trying to give back
to this great community of Smithtown residents. We are happy to provide
services and programs for them, especially the seniors who don’t always
have the opportunity to get things or do things for themselves.
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DeMoney-Grimes Countryside Park Funeral Home
Essay for Pursuit of Excellence 2010-2011

Columbia City, Indiana is a rural area nestled in the heart of Whitley County, located 18 miles
west of Fort Wayne, Indiana and 102 miles north of Indianapolis, With a city population of
8,750, there are four funeral homes located within the county and two within Columbia City
proper. The majority of the population is protestant, 83% with the remaining 17% being Roman
Catholic. 17.7% of the population is 65 years of age or older, and the death rate for the city
averages 265 deaths per year.

In 2009 funeral home staff decided to partner with the Whitley County Senior Center and
sponsor a Christmas Movie. As the project began to be planned and details worked out the scope
of the project grew and more activities were added. It was such a success that in 2010 it was
decided to host the Christmas Movie again. Eddie Beagles, Executive Manager and Dianna
Budd, Pre-Need manager, cooked a homemade lunch for over 125 seniors who were served at
the Senior Center, Then everyone was invited to the local movie theater, with transportation
provided for those that needed it, to waich the holiday movie “Christmas with the Kranks” at no
charge to them. The local theater provided popeorn and a soft drink or coffee for $1.00, Santa
Claus greeted everyone and passed out candy canes, we had a Christmas Carol sing-a-long, raffle
prizes, the Red Hat Strutters (senior dance group) entertained with their Christmas dance” -
program and the Whitley County Korean War Veterans Honor Guard posted the American Elag
and led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Our main goal of the senior movie was to provide a meaningful afternoon of fun “in the spirit of
Christmas” for seniots in the community. Many seniors have lost a spouse and familylmay no
longer be in the area. Qur goal was to provide a place for seniots to come together and spend a
fun afternoon with friends, We have found that many senior clubs, extension groups, church
senior Bible study groups like fo attend as their monthly activity for the holiday. Some benefits
provided to the community include: savings for the local senior center as they do not have to
provide a lunch that day or staff their kitchen as it is all provided and cooked by funeral home
staft’, well over 200 seniors attend the event that provided them with a social outlet for the day

along with the entertainment.
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Benefits that the funeral home received was that the majority of the staff was able to participate
and this provided everyone the chance to interact with the seniors in our local community, it
portrayed funeral service in a good light providing this as a free community service, our cost
versus the goodwill of the community was priceless, We plan to continue to host this event each

year as it is so well received.
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C%}@c@ 1907 24 Hour Telephone - (520) 888.7470

Evergreen Mortuary, Cemetery and Crematory, Tucson, Arizona is serving within a

commmunity of close to one million residence. Home to a major university, a ranching and

mining community, a major defense supplier, many technical support facilities and a

multi cultural and religi Qp'ula ion. There is a very large retirement base and home
for many winter visitors.
Evergreen is the first mortua nd crematm;y:'iﬁf Southern Arizona, Evergreen

has been a progressive I@ader atyg foiefront of education and legislation. Taking

that in to consideratiqﬁ-;‘ it was dee; ogether a program diﬁgcted ta those who

need a more balancgud information package : oreen wanted to do :éémethjﬂg

different in our area,. The CuiYe ng and living styl-'éx_.of the population

also had an 1nﬂuence on 1he program malceup‘ ought a presentation was put

k]

together involving a logal eIder cate attorney, Tucsg jp,"lce and Evergteen’s

in house and out sourced p.re need talents :_:._ .

Presentations on legal issues toz.‘be ﬂgnstdefed 11-1 0-1dﬁ;r to mlnimwé 1;10blems upoen the
death of an 1nd1v1dua1 purpose of the proper usc of a hosplce plogmm for both the
1,erm111a11y ill indlvidual and the care giver and the adVantages af‘ ﬁlneral preneed
arrangements via insurance wete 1endel ed. Evergreen 1eallzes 1hat a more educated
public can make more educated decisions. This program was well received with more

than thirty individuals attending.

‘ COLUMBARIUM ‘ CREMATORIUM " MASONIC CEMETERY
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This program was a benefit to those who attended and Evergreen’s staff. The sharing of

information helped the presenters understand the other presenters’ position in society.
Evergreen staff was made more aware of legal issues, hospice updates and changes in the

needs foreseen by the 12&31{ n, 'éﬁalldance.

MORTUARY ‘ COLUMBARIUM ‘ CREMATORIUM ‘ MASONIC CEMETERY
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Fairgrove~Mt. Morris~Vassar

t

Desctibing a program/activity from a previous entry will only be accepted if changes or
improvements are noted within the essay. If you are desctibing this ptogram or setvice
in another location’s Pussuit of Fxcellence entry, each location’s essay should
indicate what its staff did to participate in the activity and the activity’s impact on

those served. Duplicate essays in multiple-location submissions will not be
accepted. The idea described in this essay can also be used to fulfill one critetion in

categories IL-VE All pasticipant essays will be featured an the NFDA website and used in
other idea-sharing activities, (Optional If you want yout essay to be considered for
Best of the Best recognition, it must be accompanied by supporting documentation,

Fairgrove, Michigan is a tural comnmunity, with a population of approximately 582,
Fairgrove is a small farming community producing sugarbeats and Northetn White
beans. Also, Faitgrove participates in humetous community setvice events
throughout the yeat. Mariin Funetal Homne often patticipates in these events. One
event that Martin Faneral Home hosted was the Asset Protection with Medicaid
Seminar in the month of Match, for which the funetal home advertised to Tuscola
County, requesting an RSVP, but offeting the seminar free of charge. Many of the
Martin Funeral Home’s cote staff attended, as well as the support staff, Overall,
there wete approximately 25 attendees. At the seminar, thete was a light buffet, and
two speakers, Carol M., Thomas, J.D., Eldet Law Attorney, and Kevin Jackson,
Licensed Preplanning Consultant. ‘The rationale behind the program was to educate
those on Medicaid, but particulatly those looking to enroll in Medicaid about their
rights in regards to their finances and preplanned funerals. ‘The benefits to families
and the community are many, including contibuous cate to the families Mattin
Funeral Home seives, as well as a public outteach program. Being sutrounded by
the community broadens the petspective of funeral home’s staff, allowing them to
better segve the commarnity in the futare. Futther, it is certain that the funeral home
staff learned more about Medicaid and its limitations, which can be of gteat
assistance to questions that may atise in the futute. Martin Funetal Home
sponsored the event.

Follow us on:

Administrative Office
1184 E. Mt, Morris Rd,
Mt. Morris, Michigan 48458

Phone (888) 686-2210
Fax (81.0) 686-0317

www.martinfuneralhome.com

Internatlonal
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| TETRICK

FUNETRATLL HOME

June 24, 2011

To:  NFDA Pursuit of Excellence Committee
From: Tetrick Funeral and Cremation Services
Re: [nhovative Programs

Each year during the summer months Tetrick Funeral and Cremation Services SpONSors a
“Senior Prom” for senior citizens. 2011 marks the fourth year we have provided this event for
our communlty.

The “Senior Prom” is a goodwill gesture by our funeral heme giving back to the communities in
which we are privileged to serve. Our firm strongly believes that we must give back to our
community a goodly portion of what we have received each year. The “Senlor Prom” is )
designed for people over the age of 50, married couples, dating couples, and widowed people.
The attendance we see at the “Senior Prom” is a definite cross-section of our community.

The “Senior-Prom” always takes place on a Friday night in the Christian Life Center of one of our
local churches. Attendees are encouraged to dress up in their finest and most do. We have
seen attendees show up in black-tie and cocktail dresses, western outfits, Scottish kilts with cut-
away formal jackets, and just about every other kind of outfit you can imagine. We furnisha *
photagrapher to take pictures of each couple and furnish this as a Tavor to those who attend. A
live archestra/band is brought in for entertainment and dancing. The music ranges from 40's
music to Elvis Presley to Motawn, The favorite music for the attendees is generally music they
can line-dance to.

The area where the “Senior Prom” takes place has a stage for the band and the dance floor is
ringed with roundiables which are decorated by our staff. Qur staff is dressed In black-tie for
the event. We serve as host and hostesses, welcoming those in attendance and dancing with
those who do not have a partner. ‘

We furnish light refreshments for the evening. All of this is done at no cost to those in
attendance. Each year we use the entite seating area and have a walting list to get in. The

cammunlty is most appreclative of the ‘Senior Prom” and we are proud to be able to provide
this for our community.

Attt T
Richard Tetrick

211 North Riverside Drive « 2O, Box 730 « Elizabethton, TN 376440730
Telephone: (423) 542-2232 + Fax: (423) 5429499
ematl@eetrickfuneralbomecom » www tetrickfuneralhome.com




