Glende-Nilson
- Funeral Home

CATEGORY 1. Basic Requirements (E.)

In West Central Minnesota, where our funeral chapels are located, there are many
families of Scandinavian descent. When a Scandinavian family came in for arrangements, we asked
the obvious and pertinent questions concerning the day and time of the funeral service, the musical
selections, who the soloist would be and who the casketbearers would be. We eventually began
asking the husband and children of the decedent what kind of a lady she was and what her interests
were. We found out that she was a very kind and caring woman with many interests and one who
very much enjoyed spending time with her family and friends. We eventually discovered that this
lady also had a real talent for doing a type of artwork called rosemaling. Rosemaling is a
Scandinavian artwork. It most closely resembles a floral design and is either painted on something
or carved into something. Needless to say, it is beautiful and the artisans doing this type of work are
very meticulous and skilled. We also discovered that two of this lady’s daughters had been taught
by her to do rosemaling. Our wheels began turning immediately! After the family had made their
selection of a casket we asked them if they might consider allowing the two daughters to put
rosemaling on the casket. At first they weren’t too sure, stating that they didn’t want to ruin the
casket they had selected. But after explaining that it would be an awesome tribute to their mother
and a very personal gesture on the family’s part, they all willingly agreed. We also asked the family
if they had a rosemaling design done by the decedent that we could possibly use as a design on the
front of her service folder. The best they could come up with was a design that was done on a piece
of canvas. As luck would have it, it did scan into our computer with fairly good quality and we were
able to usc the design on the front of the service folders. The family was absolutely thrilled that
everyone attending the visitation and funeral service would be able to take a little bit of the decedent
home with them. We did not use the overlay on the casket and the two daughters painted their
rosemaling design on the lower end of the casket. Needless to say they were extrememly pleased
and proud to tell people attending the visitation and funeral service that it was a tribute to their
mother and it was “therapeutic” for them to have done it! The comments coming from people in
attendance were amazing. People were very pleased and surprised to see the rosemaling on the

casket which made the family feel really good. We also received many accolades from family and
friends.




ﬂaﬂ;faﬁg /[ Basic ﬁya/}wrmff £ lunorative Service

On fc—aff‘aaﬁy 24, 2007, /@é‘/mf /%ﬁzfaafy was abte to /aﬁfafw a /aﬁc‘/'aa%zﬁ&?
jovative and anigue funeral service for Carol Jeanne Sandbery Michetli. The fanity g
yich 10 individualize the service meant modjffications i most aspects of /@m&’ "servive,
/l{fmf was abte o provide a sorvice that mel /”/ms’ ,/M‘/’&fad/ desive (o celebrate the
wipaeness of the ixdividual and afso showeased Myers’ many sigatar proprams,

Carol was of Native Anerican teritage ard exjoged Moantaix Men Fendozvous as
well as éafrb‘/@;z wd motorbikes, [he tribute preture, which 18 di sy%yaa/ c{a/‘//(oaz the
viewigp and Servive next to the sign ix book and given o fangﬁ wembers after the
service, was comprised of piotures of woles ix a moantaix soene with a Native Anerizan
xsoription, T he 05/5&(4{? ieluded an ineitation To Che allendees, f%aw come 7 Uhe
Funeral Service ix beathers or skins Co honor Carol " f/‘f/; /%mﬁ.f who econducted the
servive, was asked Co do the same and fie wore chivs, A Native Awerican chant was
played ix the backproud Uhrosphont the servise, A lreal Navajo woman conducted a
banket wrapping ceremony for the bereaved, T his was /amf/éa%zﬁép Louching ard
nearingfud for the fam?}, cgawréz/ allention was givex o Uhe c(/k;&%tf&' to have 30
representation of her magy inlerests and lhey were alsy represonted i the florad
wrrangenents, Althoagh she was oremated after the servizes at the viowing we modified
the asaal oasket liing to reflect her heritage and had Native Anerican blankets over
wd awnder fior, She wore a traditinal boather dress, The tassels and fringe that had
orxaments on /¢ were cal from her loather dress and given Co family wenbers at the
Hoantaic Mux Fondozvous, HHor ashes were apﬁ/k%a’ srer a %zﬁ;/a f/}% at zrg}/it
Symbolising sendiy her back to the Hoavers,

In Bow Lller County, where we are lroated) the [ntermoantary lndian Sehool that
was here for over Chree decades and the presence of the Shoshone Tribe Feservation
Heans we have a &(}zfrrfrbaﬂf Native Anericar /d/fa%zzf/bm We have been //eafea/ over the
years 1 éw/’a /oe,ﬂégt Lhew callare and Craditions i our Servises,
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